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INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 

In reply refer to 1-12094/7 


PERSONAL ATTENTION 


Dear Allen: 

You will recall that I spoke to you a few days ago 
about my concern over the situation in Taiwan. I inclose 
two memoranda which do not have the effect of alleviating 
my concern. 

I venture to suggest that you not have these papers 
widely staffed in the Agency. 

Sincerely, 

Gordon Gray 

Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) 
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2 Incls, 

M/R dtd 18Dec56 re Adm. Radford's 
meeting with MOD Yu, Ta-Wei 

Office Memo frm Gen Fox to Mr Gray 
dtd 4jan57 re visit of MOD Yu, Ta-Wei 


The Honorable Allen W. Dulles 
Director of Central Intelligence 
2430 E Street, N. W. 

Washington, D. C. 
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You will recall that I spoke to you a few days ago 
about my concern over the situation in Taiwan. I inclose 
two meir oranda which do not have the effect of alleviating 
my concern. 

I venture to suggest that you not have these papers 
widely staffed in the Agency. 

Sincerely, 

"Si'.gnea’* d^rior. Gr?.y 


Gordon Gray 

Assistant Secretary of Defense (DSA) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Meeting of Admiral Radford with Minister of Defense 
Yu, Ta-Wei at 1500, Tuesday, 18 December 1956 

Present: Admiral Radford 

Minister of Defense Nationalist China Yu, Ta-Wei 
Lt General S. L. Ho, Chief of the Military Staff 

of the Chinese Delegation to the United Nations 
Rear Admiral Griffin 

After normal amenities. Minister Yu, Ta-Wei stated that he had 
seen Admiral Burke, General Twining and Secretary Quarles. He had 
hoped also to see General Taylor but had been unable to because General 
Taylor had been ill. The Minister said that he woxild like to give the 
Admiral a round-up of the Nationalist China military situation, that he 
hoped to see General Taylor, and woxild report further to Admiral Radford 
after this meeting. 

Minister Yu gave the following summary report of the readiness of 
the Chinese Nationalist forces: 

Army, 21 divisions are in an advance state of training and 
have been combat ready since 31 October 1956. From the logistical view- 
point there are some dificiencies. However, they will be corrected by 
May of next year at which time all troops, including logistic elements, 
will be fully combat ready. 

Navy . The Navy has continued training and is considered to be 
in a good state of readiness. The basic deficiencies here are associated 
with the problem of maintenance, largely incident to the many types of 
ships which they have. (This is directed primarily to the Japanese type 
ships which are part of the Nationalist Navy. ) 

Air Force. Mr. Yu considers that the Air Force is in a high condi- 
tion of readiness. The F-84 groups are combat ready and the F-86 groups 
are combat ready except for one which will be ready in March. At that 
time they will have five combat ready groups, in addition to the reconnais- 
sance, patrol, and transport aircraft. 
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Minister Yu then stated that the Chinese Nationalists had gone 
through several phases in their development. The first phase was at 
the time of the Truman announcement regarding protection of Taiwan. 

The second phase was what the Minister called the hardware movement 
phase. This has largely been completed. The third phase, and the 
Minister considers that they are in that now, is the phase of bringing 
about a combined defense and joint effort with the United States. He 
pointed out that the Chinats do not want more hardware at this time be- 
cause they would be unable to utilize it efficiently. (New equipment would 
be required only for replacement purposes. ) In this connection the basic 
problem is one of maintenance. The Chinats now have 5000 technicians 
in training and can't absorb any more. 

Minister Yu then indicated that he was puzzled about \diat to do at 
this time. They have good forces that are highly trained and he is casting 
about for ideas as to how to keep them in this condition. Admiral Radford 
pointed out that the problem which the Chinats have is essentially the same 
as our own. Our personnel change rather rapidly, so there is a continuing 
requirement for training as new personnel are inducted. 


The conversation then turned to a discussion of the new German 
draft law, and Adrmral Radford suggested that maybe something along this 
line might prove beneficial to the Chinese. He asked Minister Yu of the 
status of the manpower pool on Taiwan. Minister Yu indicated that he had 
no problem at this time and for the next few years, but that he anticipated 
the situation would get bad in about three years. However, he came back 
to the point that maintenance was the number one problem. Again Admiral 
Radford referred to the German solution, in 'which personnel who 'want 
technical training would have to agree to serve longer periods of time. He 
also referred to the fact that volunteers of the German Armed Forces re- 
ceive higher pay than do draftees. 

In extension of his thoughts about the phase three which they were 
now in, Minister Yu indicated that it -was his objective to have the Chinese 
Navy as an adjunct of the Seventh Fleet; to be particularly available to 
perform jobs which the American Naval forces are not authorized to perform. 
With respect to the Air Force, he desired to have the combat units in such 
condition that they might operate as an integral part of FEAF. In this con- 
nection he pointed out that it would be necessary to tie in their radar network 
'with ours and for this and other reasons we must have much better communi- 
cations between Taiwan and Okina-wa than we have at the present time. He 
also observed that there are no better reconnaissance units in the world than 
the Chinats. However, he felt the U. S. shoiild provide its o-wn all-weather 
fighter units. With regard to the Army, he again emphasized the fact that 
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the active divisions are combat ready and that the reserve is almost 
ready. The training program turns out nine companies of troops each 
week. He indicated with respect to all forces that he would like very 
much to maintain a forward looking policy and to keep their forces modern. 

In this regard he would welcome the deployment of Matador units on Taiwan 
at the earliest possible date and wo\ild also like to have advanced equipment 
such as NIKE and TAEOS deployed to Taiwan and the off-shore islands at 
an early date. With regard to the Navy, the principal thing he wanted to do 
was to replace the old Japanese type ships with American types. He in- 
dicated that he had discussed tliis subject in considerable detail with Admiral 
Burke and would send over for Admiral Radford's attention a letter from 
the Chief Navy Section A4AAG Taiwan to Commander-in-Chief Chinese Navy, 
which contained recommendations for a JCS force basis for the Chinat Navy. 

Minister Yu then discussed some details of the build-up of Chinese 
Communist Air which he said was considerable. He said they had recently 
found a new Jet field about 190 miles north of Canton. He indicated that the 
Chinats were tying down approximately 50% of the Chicom Air Force in the 
general area of the Chinese mainland opposite Taiwan. The railroad to 
Amoy is completed but is not yet in use. 

Admiral Radford inquired as to the impact of the Himgarian situation 
in China. Minister Yu said that this sitixation had made a decided impact 
on the Chinese and that he felt that the Chinats were making significant 
progress in regard to the people on the Chinese mainland. He pointed out 
that the situation now as compared to 1949 is quite different, insofar as 
the overseas Chinese are concerned. In 1949 about 20 overseas Chinese 
went back to the China mainland as opposed to about one to Taiwan. How 
the situation is reversed. In this connection Admiral Radford suggested that 
the Chinats take such steps as might be possible to attract investments in 
Taiwan from wealthy overseas Chinese. 

The conversation ended with Minister Yu again summarizing the condi- 
tion of the Chinat Armed Forces and indicating that he would report again 
to Admiral Radford following his meeting with General Taylor. Finally, he 
mentioned that, although the Chinats had carried out their end of the 
bargain, no work had started on the Kung Quan airfield project. 


C. D. GRIFFIN 
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Office NLemorandum • united states government 


TO : Mr. Gray 


DATE: 4 January 1957 


FROM : General Fox 


SUBJECT: Visit of Mr. Yu Ta Wei, Minister of Defense, Chinese 

Nationalist Government 


1. Mr. Yu Ta Wei, the Minister of Defense, Chinese Nationalist 
Government, accompanied by General Ho Shai Lai, United Nations Staff and 
Colonel Yang Shao Lien, Chinese Air Attache, paid a visit to my office on 

3 January 1957. I have been informed that prior to coming to my office the 
group had called on General White, Vice Chief of Staff, United States Air 
Force. 

2. Mr. Yu opened the conversation by stating that I would be very 
pleased to learn of the progress which had been made in the effectiveness 

of the Chinese Nationalist forces during the past six years. He said everyone 
in Formosa was aware that I had made the initial survey of the military 
requirements for the ChiNat forces and were grateful that this had led to 
the establishment of the MAAG and the Military Assistance Program which 
has been developed in the intervening years. He stated that the ChiNats 
now had twenty-one Infantry Divisions combat-ready; two Armored Divisions 
combat-ready and one Marine Division combat-ready; the Chinese Nationalist 
Air Force and Navy are also combat-ready. Mr. Yu urged me to visit 
Formosa and to see with my own eyes the progress which had been achieved^ 
since he felt I was in an unique position to judge. He also held forth on 
the operation of the reserve system, the improvement in the logistic set up 
and the efforts being made to provide useful employment for the older 
military personnel who are retired from active service. He pointed out 
that the units on the offshore islands particularly were in a state of 
readiness. 

3. The visit lasted approximately fifteen minutes and Mr. Yu took 
occasion repeatedly to refer to the state of readiness of the ChiNat forces. 

At the conclusion he reiterated that the ground, air and naval forces were 
combat-ready and referred to the forces on Formosa as "The Southern 
Attack Flank" and the forces in Korea as "The Northern Attack Flank. " I 
was not able to determine Mr. Yu's motive in accentuating the state of 
readiness of the forces and he did not indicate his purpose other than he felt 
I would be particxxlarly interested to learn of the progress they had made as 
a result of the Military Assistance Program since its establishment. 
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. Ojfice Nlemorandum • united states government 


Mr. Gray 


FROM : General Fox 


4 January 1957 
Page 2 


SUBJECT: Visit by Mr. Yu Ta Wei, Minister of Defense, Chinese 

Nationalist Government 


4. In closing Mr. Yu again urged I take the opportunity to visit 
Formosa at an early date. 
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